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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study people’s attitudes
toward social and environmental development for preparedness
of the upcoming ASEAN Economic Community, to study causal
relationships of people’s opinions towards the social and
environmental development for the upcoming ASEAN Economic
Community, and to provide suggestions toward guidelines of the
social and environmental development for the upcoming ASEAN
Economic Community. The samples of study were 600 residents
living in Nong Khai province, Udon Thani province, and Loei
province obtained by using multi-stage sampling. Data has been
collected by using questionnaire on the causal relationships of
factors affecting the preparedness of the upcoming ASEAN Economic
Community. Structural equation technique was employed for data

analysis using LISREL.
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The research results found that:

1) The causal relationship model in capabilities of the
upcoming ASEAN Economic Community consisting of natural
resource and environmental sustainable development; the
connectivity among countries in the region regarding economic and
social security; and the human development towards sustainable
life-long learning society are direct factors toward the preparedness
of the upcoming ASEAN Economic Community. While, indirect
factors are agricultural strength; and food and energy security.

2) The developed model is fitted to the empirical data in a
good level on Relative Chi-Square ()(’/df) = 0.94, Comparative Fit
Index (CFI) = 1.00, Goodness of Fit Index (GFI) = 0.96, Adjusted
Goodness of Fit Index (AGFI) =.95, Root Mean Square Error of
Approximation (RMSEA) = .00. All result indicate that the model
was in a good level.

The first priority in the guideline of social and environmental
development for the upcoming ASEAN Economic Community has
to deal with sustainable management of natural resources and
environments, the connectivity among countries in the region
regarding economic and social security; and the human development
towards sustainable life-long learning society. The supporting
factors should be dealt with agricultural strength; and food and

energy security.

Keywords: Society/ Environment/ ASEAN Economic Community/

Development Guideline
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