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Abstract

This research project aimed to study drug identification tools that were used in
community pharmacies and to explain the reasons for choosing those drug identification
tools. Researchers used a semi-structured-interview to interview 20 pharmacists in
Mueang Chonburi district of Chonburi Province. Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics including Frequency Distribution Table to compare the quantity of each drug
identification tools.

We found that the most commonly used tool to identify drugs is pharmacist’s
experiences (18 pharmacists). They obtained the experiences from studying in
universities, practicing an internship or working. Fourteen pharmacists used MIMS.
Eleven pharmacists identified medications by asking friends or people who had
knowledge and experiences.

The main reasons for utilizing selected drug identification databases are
convenience and speed (18 pharmacists); ease and reliability (8 pharmacists); and
update and completeness (3 pharmacists). The result can guide the development of

drug identification databases, either applications or websites, in Thailand.

Major advisSor........ovvviiiiiiiiien,
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